Some Aspects of the Northern Province
round their original homes at Korti and Ambigol and the
Shaigia between Korti and the fourth Cataract. The
Fung are descendants of the former Fung conquerors,
who, coming from the south, took possession of the Nile
valley as far north as Dongola in the seventeenth century.
They no longer retain the Fung dialect nor any peculiarly
Fung characteristics. Many of them have adopted the
Berberine dialect of the Danagla, but the majority speak
Arabic. They are good cultivators. The Bedeiria have
largely inter-married with other Arabic speaking tribes
and are chiefly engaged in trade and agriculture.
The Shaigia though too scattered to be of importance
tribally are influential by virtue of their superior indivi-
duality. They have maintained their reputation as good
fighters, generally on the side of the Government of the
day. At the present time they supply a large number of
officers and men to the Sudan Defen.ce Force, the Police
forces of the various Provinces, the Egyptian Frontiers
Administration and even to the Gendarmerie of Palestine
and Transjordania. They are more addicted to drink than
other Arab tribes and are apt to be truculent as a result.
Despite this, they are personally attractive. Their women
are remarkable for their beauty and their freedom.
Upstream of the Shaigia in Berber District live the
Monassir, the Robatab round Abu Hamed and the Mirafab
round Berber and as far south as the junction of the Atbara
with the Nile. The Monassir are partly nomadic and own
an excellent breed of riding camel. They have a not
altogether undeserved reputation for camel theft and
smuggling, possibly due to the difficulty-of extracting a
bare livelihood from their rocky lands. The Robatab
formerly largely nomadic are now mostly peaceable
cultivators and produce some of the best dates grown in
the Sudan. The Mirafab, the original owners of Berber,
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